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The reald difficulty s developing the saclal will to react thise
desirable ceclagivel gouwls. This regquires an aitifade similar fo
the Pranciscan love of naiure, I requires alvo the culiivalion of
the wplifting qualitics that all human Befogs con display when
they estallisk spiritual conmedtive with the carth and indeed
With Hire cosniias 85 a wiinle

= fet Lrhaog

As we approach the twenty-first century, humankind faces a challenge of unprecedented
proportion: Our task is 10 reverse the destruction of giobal erological systems by restoring
humankind’s poper relalionship with the earth. To mest such a challenge, individuosls,
comrmnitics, and instituenons muost contaibule Lo a process of creative cullural and spiritual
rranstormation. This process must touch onr lives hoth inwardly, to the deepest core of our
beinng, and outwardly to encompass the planetary scale ol fite's interconnected web. The
miissicn of the Repe Dubos Consortiem for Sacred Ecology is to facilitate such a
transformmation,

The Rene Dubos Consortium was established in 1992 by The Very Beverend James Parks
doilon, Dean of the Cathedeal of St John the Divine, Coordinated by Jeff Golliher, the
Comsortium is the network of collaborative progaams which shape the Cathedial's ongoing
ministry in ecology arl spivituality:

The Gaias Inslitule
Pt Maskiewicr, Ml and julie Mankiewicz, PRI, s,

The Lindisfarne Asseciation
Willicone Irwin Thowapsor, Pl Dir,

The Mational Religious Parinership for the Environmene
Fanl Gorman, Ex. Dir,

The Martheast Environmental Lducation Project
The Rew, Carion Joff Golliker, PR, Dir.

The Upper West Side Reoyveling Center
feff Twine, Dir.

Environmental Partnership of West Side Institutions in Manhattan
The Very Rev. Juenes Parks Morgon, Converer




ore Uian twenly yeals ago, several pioneesrs of
the molerte envirenmental movernent -

o r well-known figures such as Rene Dulbog,
Gregory Batisor, and Margaret Mead == based Hheir iescarch
and even their lives on the vital connecrion between ecology
amil syuritualivy, TEis less well-knewn that they turoed L

attenition not only o the grander 1ssues of thels day and curs,

but also o the meaning of seemingly ordinary gatherings of
people that we all know so well and take-for-granted. They
did this because they saw great ecological signitficance in
Hhaisama.

Seen in that light, gatherings of anv kind (famiiy meals, ¢ivic
group meetings, praver circles, therapy groups, ared so on)d
become extremely impartant events, Fhat may seem to be o
much oo ohvious comment, at least on the surface, but its
sinplicily speaks Lo some deeper and also more “ordinany”
issues which e close fo the heart of our planetary crises. The
visiomarins of the environmental movement established on
the basis of scientilic methods whal spiritual teachers of
many Lraditions Tave knewn as a matier of the hearl — thal
Fowe wee comeluet ourselees indatly, face-to-face encounlers 1s fhe
principal docevaay toward spivitual and ecological feansfornmation.
This is especially true of meetings that have comrmunity
crganizing for the environmenlt as el purpose.

Their insight has a direct hearing on a familiar dilemma in
the church, Chur dilemma is best described in the following
way. First, we all know that giving talks and workshops and
oflering reasonably good advice can be effective ways Lo raise
aveareness of our corvirenunental protalems and thenr relalion
to spirituality. second, we wonldd gl probably agree that the
practical autcome of these activities will be minimal unless
congregations, communities, and other groups can then
come logether i honest, muteally suppoctive, and spirilually
energiving ways, And third, many of our good program ideass
never seem 1o materialize simply because we don't always
come together in that fashion, and as 2 result, we fail 1o
crganiae ourselves cffectively and mounsh our soals, This s a
hurmiding apinion, b itis ofren rrue, and it demanstrates
once again just how important oocasions of meeting together
acluadly are,

This dees not mean that we lack the necessary spiritual grace
and dstent W accomplishy good works, Because we do Tave
snch an intent for the most part, Owver the years, however,
we may have lemned sone habits of thought and behavior
which often contradict what the heart and soul traly desire.
Perhaps we should not be surprised. Adter all, the high value
American cullure has given o coonomic lreedom and
indlustrial development over the years has been fueled by the
destructive impact of overdone self-gratification,
consumpbion instead of stewardship, and the belief that
nature should be dominated rather than cared for. These are
the moratly dubious ideals of “progress” and thev have
affected alimost every part of our bves: at Tieane, in the

educational systemn, in government, and in church, The
pervasive naiure of these values shoald remind us that
working together tor the earth is not primarily & matter of
aflocaling lasks and resources. [Lis nol simply another goal
to be accomplished, Environmmental ministry is, abowve all
else, o process of spiriteal leansformalion,

There are obviously many other reasons for the sometimes
frustrating difficulties that arise o our waork and ministry, bat
the ecological signiticance of how we relate to ene another in
the most basic wayvs cannol be understated, And Let's face it
Relationships within the human community and with the !
farger Farth community are something we, in the churcls,
clairn fo have seane knowledge of, T hoeliove the most
tundamentat contribntion that the chureh can make through
its environrmental ministry is o make explicit just how much
the fulure of the Earth's ecosvsiems depends on whal we do,
say, andd foel whenever we gather in the presence of ofhers,
the earth, and Gaod, Can you think of a time or place when
wee are nol gathered in the presence of them? This ncludes
our behavior o every level of scaler from the smallest and
st informal sertings to the largest and most ceremonially
elahorate, andd lrom table manners and everyday hospitality
ta behavior in corporate beardrcoms and courts of law.

Evin an the most commnonace and roatine gatherings, we
communicate o each ather very subtle, but powertul
messages about what we valee and regard as meaningfal.
When we gather together as families, communilies, in Lthe
waikplace, and as 1he chiuich, our aclicns comvey meaning
willt clear and clvicas as well as seanetimes hidden
ecplopical consequences. Thisis true whether ar not we
realize it at the time, Eoology is about how we live and
conduct ourselves evervwhers, I is aboul meaning and value
- Lhe meaning and value of Dfe and our place and
responsipilities in God's Creation.

The overall themes underlving this essay are tespectiul living,
justice, equality, and wholeness as they apply to onr
interactions within ecosystems (of which we are an intrinsic
part} and with each other (each of us being a parl of one
anotler), These Qoemaes recoind as that the envitommental
prablems we face today are deeply rocted in the character of
our political Iife, religious structures, economic tnstilulions,
families, and psyches. Finding solutions will mean looking
both deeply within ourselves and broadly across the hordzon.
We can lale significanl steps Loward realizing these selutions
by hecoming more aware of how we arganize and conduct
curselves in environmental meetings held in connection with
thie chiarch (or anywherey, Tore suggoestions for these
ratherings are ontlined below and briefly discussed in the
body of the text:

i Find a Workable Independence
2% Be With [Halune
4] Think in Terms of Scale






