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Press Release 
The Archbishop of Canterbury preaches at San Bartolomeo 
– a church dedicated to the memory of 20th and 21st 
Century Martyrs, during ecumenical summit 

Press photos are available here and will be uploaded during the week:   
http://tinyurl.com/iarccuspressphoto  /Password (lower case) iarccum@press 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, preached today at Anglican Eucharist held at San 
Bartolomeo all’Isola on Tiber Island (Sanctuary of the New Martyrs), a ninth century Basilica in 
Rome.   

The Anglican Eucharist at 1145 was attended by Catholic and Anglican bishops from across the 
globe who are currently in Rome for the ecumenical summit Growing Together, organised by 
IARCCUM, the International Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission.   

Later on today, The Archbishop of Canterbury will take part in Vespers at 1730, at the Basilica 
of St Paul Outside the Walls, where Pope Francis and the Archbishop will commission the 
bishops for their joint witness and mission.  

This morning’s Eucharist at San Bartolomeo was one of the pilgrimages the bishops taking part 
in “Growing Together” have made this week. In 2000, the Basilica of San Bartolomeo 
all’Isola was dedicated by Pope John Paul ll to the memory of new martyrs of the 20th Century. 

In his In his sermon, the Archbishop addressed the congregation which included the bishops 
taking part in the IARCCUM ecumenical summit, on the role of the Church to serve and love. 
He said: 

“We must find ways of being joyful in our disagreement, generous in our disputes, hospitable in our 
differences with one another, in character, in appearance, in temperament and in culture…. around 
this world we are all deeply different. 

… “We come from the mountains of Papua New Guinea and the oceans of Melanesia, to the 
canyons of Wall Street... West Africa, we come from all places… We come from prosperity and 
poverty. We are all different.” 

He encouraged the Church to be “…the miracle of unity amidst enormous, inhuman, unimaginable 
difference, which for the world, has always been a reason to fight and conquer one another, not to 
love and value one another other. 

“Demonstrating that love amongst each other is the key that opens human hearts to the good news 
of Christ and that means suffering.” 

Before the Eucharist, the Archbishop and bishops of IARCCUM toured the Sanctuary of the 
New Martyrs, which is a memorial in the crypt, to continue commemorating the stories of the 
Christian martyrs of the 20th and 21st centuries. It was opened in March 2023.  
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Martyrs from churches other than the Roman Catholic Church are commemorated in the 
sanctuary.  Among them are the seven martyrs of the Melanesian Brotherhood, an Anglican 
religious order, who were murdered by rebels in the Solomon Islands in 2003, while engaged in 
peacebuilding work in the wake of the Townsville Peace Agreement. Among the relics 
preserved in the basilica of San Bartolomeo are religious medals and correspondence belonging 
to three of the martyred Melanesian brothers, Br Robin Lindsay, Br Alfred Hill and Br Patterson 
Gattu.   

Two archbishops from the Solomon Islands, Archbishop Christopher Cardone (Roman Catholic) 
and Archbishop Leonard Dawea (Anglican), are participating in the “Growing Together” 
IARCCUM summit. As Primate of the Anglican Church of Melanesia, Archbishop Dawea serves 
as Father of the Melanesian Brotherhood and, as a young man, spent twelve years as a member 
of it.  

The Melanesian Martyrs are also commemorated in Canterbury Cathedral, where an icon of 
them was dedicated at the closing service of the 2008 Lambeth Conference of bishops. The 
icon is housed in the Cathedral’s Chapel of Saints and Martyrs of our own Time, Corona. 

At the end of the service, the Archbishop laid a wreath at the chapel where the martyrs of 
Oceania are commemorated.  

The IARRCUM summit moves to Canterbury on Friday Jan 26.  

 

Ends 

Notes to Editors 

About IARCCUM 
 

• IARCCUM aims to foster closer co-operation between the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
traditions and put into practice progress made in theological conversations. 

• It works through pairs of bishops in particular countries, one Anglican and one Roman 
Catholic, meeting together and promoting shared mission. 

• It was established in 2000, by Archbishop George Carey and Cardinal Edward Cassidy, the 
then President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 

• IARCCUM’s work is co-chaired by Bishop David Hamid, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in 
Europe, and Archbishop Donald Bolen, the Catholic Archbishop of Regina, Saskatchewan. It 
is supported by the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity in Rome and the Anglican 
Communion Office, Secretariat to the Anglican Communion. 

 
Media contact:  
 

Janet Miles  
Communications Lead for the Growing Together Summit 
Anglican Communion Office 
E: Janet.miles@lambethconference.org / Janet.Miles@anglicancommunion.org 
M: 07595 205 540 
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Press photos are available here and will be uploaded during the week: 

http://tinyurl.com/iarccuspressphoto 

Password (lower case) iarccum@press  

News releases 

The Anglican Communion Office will share a series of new releases, social media commentary, 
photos and short film clips during the week. Channels used will include: 

The Anglican Communion office website: 
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/communications/press-and-media.aspx 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/TheAnglicanCommunion 
X: https://twitter.com/AnglicanWorld 
 

Anglican Communion News Service:  
https://www.anglicannews.org/ 
X: https://twitter.com/AnglicanNews 

 

Some news and stories will also be shared on: 

IARCCUM website: https://iarccum.org/ 

The Archbishop of Canterbury / Lambeth Palace: 
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/ 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/ArchbishopofCanterbury 
X: https://twitter.com/JustinWelby  
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