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Press Release 
Pope Francis and the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
commission bishops in support of ecumenical summit 
'Growing Together' 
During the week, Pope Francis and the Archbishop of Canterbury will commission 
Catholic and Anglican bishops for joint mission, as part of the ecumenical dialogue 
summit "Growing Together" run by IARCCUM. 

The programme includes the following:   

Thursday, January 25  

Morning 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury will preside and preach at Anglican Eucharist at San 
Bartolomeo All’Isola on Tiber Island (Sanctuary of the New Martyrs).   

Time 
1145 Rome/Italian time - CET (UTC +1) 
1045 London/UK time - GMT (UTC +0) 
For other time zones, use a time zone converter here  

Afternoon  

Pope Francis and the Archbishop of Canterbury will commission Catholic and Anglican bishop 
pairs taking part in the ecumenical summit “Growing Together”. They will send the bishops 
out for joint mission and witness. The commissioning will take part during Vespers near the 
tomb of the Apostle Paul (Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls).  

This will be a significant moment, symbolic for Anglican-Catholic bonds and advancing 
ecumenical dialogue. It will be the second time that the Pope and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury have commissioned Anglican and Catholic bishop pairs since 2016 (which 
happened in the context of the first IARCCUM summit).  

Time 
1730 Rome/Italian time - CET (UTC +1) 
1630 London/UK time - GMT (UTC +0) 
For other time zones, use a time zone converter here 

Media seeking accreditation for Vespers should be sought from the Vatican Communications 
Office: accreditamenti@salastampa.va  
Photos will also be shared by the Anglican Communion Office Communications team (see 
Media Coverage below).   

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
mailto:accreditamenti@salastampa.va
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Friday, January 26 

A pilgrimage visit to the church of San Gregorio al Celio, from where the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury was sent to England by Pope Gregory the Great in 597. The bishops of “Growing 
Together” will meet for prayer at the site.   

Time: 
0930 Rome/Italian time - CET (UTC +1) 
0830 London/UK time - GMT (UTC +0) 
For other time zones, use a time zone converter here  

 

Ends 

Notes to Editors 

About IARCCUM 
 

• IARCCUM aims to foster closer co-operation between the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
traditions and put into practice progress made in theological conversations. 

• It works through pairs of bishops in particular countries, one Anglican and one Roman 
Catholic, meeting together and promoting shared mission. 

• It was established in 2000, by Archbishop George Carey and Cardinal Edward Cassidy, the 
then President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 

• IARCCUM’s work is co-chaired by Bishop David Hamid, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in 
Europe, and Archbishop Donald Bolen, the Catholic Archbishop of Regina, Saskatchewan. It 
is supported by the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity in Rome and the Anglican 
Communion Office, Secretariat to the Anglican Communion. 

 
Media contact:  
 

Janet Miles  
Communications Lead for the Growing Together Summit 
Anglican Communion Office 
E: Janet.miles@lambethconference.org / Janet.Miles@anglicancommunion.org 
M: 07595 205 540 

Press photos are available here and will be uploaded during the week: 

http://tinyurl.com/iarccuspressphoto 

Password (lower case) iarccum@press  

News releases 

The Anglican Communion Office will share a series of new releases, social media commentary, 
photos and short film clips during the week. Channels used will include: 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
mailto:Janet.miles@lambethconference.org
mailto:Janet.Miles@anglicancommunion.org
mailto:Janet.Miles@anglicancommunion.org
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ps1eCnO5qF3L1qIZBLl7?domain=tinyurl.com
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The Anglican Communion office website: 
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/communications/press-and-media.aspx 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/TheAnglicanCommunion 
X: https://twitter.com/AnglicanWorld 
 

Anglican Communion News Service:  
https://www.anglicannews.org/ 
X: https://twitter.com/AnglicanNews 

 

Some news and stories will also be shared on: 

IARCCUM website: https://iarccum.org/ 

The Archbishop of Canterbury / Lambeth Palace: 
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/ 
FB: https://www.facebook.com/ArchbishopofCanterbury 
X: https://twitter.com/JustinWelby  
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