
 
 

 
About BILC: Who was involved in helping to compile the tool-box 
 

 

1 

 
ABOUT BILC: Who was invovled in helping to compile the tool-box? 
 
 
The Bible in the Life of the Church [BILC] initiative would not have been possible without the 
invaluable contribution of a large number of people, groups and organisations across the 
Anglican Communion and beyond. The list that follows attempts to name those who helped 
in one way or another but I know that it is not and never can be complete. Those not on the 
list are either missing because I have simply lost track of all those involved and so neglected 
to name them or because they were part of a group whose names I never collected. In both 
case please accept my apologies for leaving you off these lists and also my sincere thanks for 
your contribution. The names that do appear illustrate that BILC is truly a Communion-wide 
initiative and as Coordinator of the work I offer my heart-felt and deep thanks for the part 
each one played in getting the work to this point. 
 

Stephen Lyon 
April 2016 

 

From Phase 1 

Members, at some point, of the Steering Group: David Moxon, Ellen F Davis, Clara Luz Ajo, 
Rob MacSwain, Jonathan Draper, Andrew Village, Tim Long, Charles Sherlock, David 
Allen, Kabiro Wa Gatumu,  Clare Amos, Michael Fape and Alex Ross 

 
From the Regional and Groups 
Southern Africa: Funginkosi N. Mbhele, Bellina L. Mangena, Gerald West, Janet Trisk, 
Jonathan May and Peter Wyngaard.   
  
East Africa: Staff at St Paul’s University, Limuru, Kenya, Joseph Galgalo, Zablon Bundi, 
Chosefu Chemorion, Zebedi Muga, Lydia Mwaniki, C. B. Peter, Dedan Njenga, 
Onesphore Nkuruzinza, Emmanuel Ngendahayo, Justin Nziyosiba, Mariam Mattao, 
Catherine Mwihia, Alice Wairimu MIthamo, Winfred Munene, Monica M. Owiti, Alice 
Shirengo, and Kirienye Maina. 
 
United Kingdom: Doug Chaplin, Liz Hewlett, Louise Lawrence, John Valentine and Jenni 
Williams. 
 
North America: Ellen Bradshaw Aitken, Stacy Alan, Kortright Davis, John Goldingay, Willis 
Jenkins, Grant LeMarquand, Mark MacDonald, Myron Penner, Carolyn Sharp and 
Marion Taylor. 
 
Sudan and South Sudan: Hilary Garang Deng, Joseph Taban Lasuba, Simon Lual and 
Trevor Stubbs. 
 
Cuba: Laura Sarraf Fundora and Marianela de la Paz Cott. 
 
Institutions 
The work of the Regional Groups and of the empirical study was greatly supported by 
the following academic institutions. We thank them for releasing their staff members 
and adding value to different aspects of the work: University of KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa; St Paul’s University, Limuru, Kenya; University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee, 
USA; The Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham, England; and York St John’s University, 
York, England 
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Those from other areas of the Anglican Communion 

We are grateful to two provinces – Hong Kong and the Philippines – for arranging 2-day 
workshops out of which a number of other groups contributed their reflections to the 
project. We wish to thanks those involved: 
 
Hong Kong: Augusta Leung, Eric Lau and Samson Fan 
Philippines:  Patrick Tanhuanco, St. Andrew's Theological Seminary, May Y. Tanhuanco, 
Muriel Longid, David Tabo-oy, Echanes Cadiogan and Melvin Bautista 
 
We would also wish to thank the staff of St Columba’s House in Woking, England for their 
caring and prayerful support for the final meeting of the Steering Group and for the 
peaceful space they offered for the writing of Deep Engagement; Fresh Discovery 
 
American Bible Society [ABS] 
At an early stage in Phase 1 the ABS approached the Anglican Communion Office to ask 
if they might partner us in our work. They had two underlying reasons.  First, Nida 
Institute for Biblical Scholarship (ABS) conducts ongoing theoretical and empirical 
research on the subject of Bible engagement. The aim is to understand and inform the 
academy and the church on matters of knowing, learning and change associated with 
individuals’ and groups’ use of scripture. Second, their passion for encouraging a deeper 
engagement with Scripture and seeing in this project ‘fellow travellers’ on this road. We 
not only thank them for their financial contribution but for their on-going involvement in 
the project through commenting on paper work and contributing, through Joseph 
Crockett (Nida Institute for Biblical Scholarship), at two of the Regional Group meetings 
– East Africa (2011) and North America (2012). We are also grateful to Joseph for his 
reflections, as an Anglican outsider, in this report [see Section 4]. We have not sought or 
been given any official endorsement of our work by ABS but have been grateful of the 
insights offered as we have journeyed together.  

Bible Society 

We are grateful to the Bible Society in Britain for their encouragement for the project 
and the conversations that took place and will continue [into Phase 2] about the 
synergies between this project and their hermeneutics work.  

Lent Groups 

The project offered a Lent Course to the Anglican Communion in 2012. An aspect of 
the course was for groups to offer reflections on what arose from the study. There is a 
summary of these reflections in Section 2 Deep Engagement; Fresh Discovery. We are 
grateful for all those who engaged with this aspect of the project.  
 
The Biblical Association for the Church of Ireland [BACI] have sought to implement aspects 
of the project in Ireland. They produced a Lent course based on the project in 2011 and 
2012. The latter entitled Economic Justice has been re-edited as a five-session study 
course and is included among the resources from the project. We are grateful for the 
support and contribution of BACI towards the project.  

Reference Group 

Throughout the project we have used a group of Biblical experts as a ‘sounding board’ 
for what was emerging. We are grateful for their support, insights offered, criticisms 
made and suggestions as to how to take the project forward. They were: A K M Adam, 
Richard A. Burridge, Jesse N.K. Mugambi, Anthony Thiselton and Chuck K. Robertson.  
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From Phase 2 
 
Those who contributed to Study Guides and the Bible Study outlines: Charles Sherlock, 
David Allen, Ellen Davis, Chris Wright, John Goldingay, Esther Mombo, Femi Adeleye, 
Gerald West, Cath Duce and Christopher Jamison. 
 
Those Participants in the E mail conversations: Ashley Null, Chuck Robertson, Gordon 
Jeanes, Tim Ward, James Dunn, Clare Amos, Carolyn Sharpe, Helen-Ann Hartley, Mike 
Ovey, Angus Paddison, Phil Towner and Richard Briggs 
 
Members of the Standing Committee of the Anglican Communion and colleagues at the 
Anglican Communion Office. 
 
The episcopal Church General Convention who passed a resolution commending and 
supporting the work of BILC. The House of Bishops of the Anglican Church of Canada 
who ‘road-tested’ the Ruth Bible Studies at their 2015 meeting. Staff at Church House, 
Westminster, England and the Episcopal Church Center in New York. Forward 
Movement, Hymns A&M and SPCK. 
 
The students and staff at the following theological colleges and seminaries who engaged with 
the work of BILC – St Andrew’s Kabare, Kenya, Virginia Theological Seminary USA, 
General Theological Seminary USA, Trinity School of Ministry USA and Duke Divinity 
School and its House of Anglican Studies.  
 
Various members of the Province of Tanzania and the Dioceses of Bath and Wells, 
Birmingham, Pittsburgh, Norwich, Pennsylvania, Chelmsford, Marsabit, Sodor and Man, 
Long Island, Mbeere, the congregations of St Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Fort 
Washington, Pennsylvania, St. Martin-in-the-Fields  
 
Finally, can I thank a huge number of individuals who, in one way another, have 
encouraged the BILC endeavor and added value to its work: Jo Cox, Jo Bailey-Wells, 
Archbishop Justin Welby, Ed Adams, Jeremy Davies, Sam Richardson, John McGinty, Ian 
Douglas, Chuck Robertson, Mark Gilmore, Dominique MacNeill, Peggy Parker, Suzanne 
Gunner, Nick Clarke, Dorsey McConnell, Mary Witt, Paul Feheley, Phil Towner, Helen 
White, Shannon Kelly, Scott Gunn, Chris Yaw, Henrietta L. Wiley and Marek Zabriskie 
 
BILC is also grateful to those individuals, dioceses, provinces and other organizations who 
have cooperated with us to enable their educational resources to be made available 
more widely than they were first intended.  
 
Finally, I wish to thank my wife Ann who not only has been responsible for branding, 
formatting and designing all the BILC materials and resources but has also been a 
constant reference point for the work.  
 

Stephen Lyon 
Coordinator of BILC 

2009-2016 
 
 


