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OUR
ANGLICAN
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At the Reformation national churches emerged in England,
Ireland and Scotland. With the American Revolution, an
autonomous Episcopal Church was founded in the United
States and later Anglican or Episcopal churches were
founded across the globe as a result of the missionary
movements of the 18th and 19th centuries.
It was in 1867 that Lambeth Palace hosted the first
conference for Anglican bishops from around the world.
Today, the Archbishop of Canterbury calls a Lambeth
Conference every ten years. The last, in 2008, saw
more than 800 bishops from around the world invited
to Canterbury. Bishops attending the 1968 Lambeth
Conference called for a body representative of all sections
of the churches—laity, clergy and bishops—to co-ordinate
aspects of international Anglican ecumenical and mission
work. The resulting body was the Anglican Consultative
Council that meets approximately every three years.
Since 1979 the Archbishop of Canterbury has also regularly
invited the chief bishops of the Provinces (known as Primates)
to join him in a meeting for consultation, prayer and reflection
on theological, social and international matters. These
Primates’ Meetings take place approximately every two years.
These Instruments of Communion are served by a secretariat
based at the Anglican Communion Office in London, as well as
in New York, Geneva and from 2012 in Nairobi.
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sisters share prayer, resources, support and knowledge
across geographical and cultural boundaries.
As with any family, the Anglican Communion’s members
have a range of differing opinions. The Anglican Christian
tradition has always valued its diversity, and has never
been afraid to publicly tackle the hard questions of life
and faith.

OUR MISSION
Following the teachings of Jesus Christ, Anglicans are
committed to proclaiming the good news of the Gospel
to all creation as expressed in the Marks of Mission:

THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION
COMPRISES 38 SELF-GOVERNING
MEMBER CHURCHES THAT SHARE
SEVERAL THINGS IN COMMON
INCLUDING DOCTRINE, WAYS OF
WORSHIPPING, MISSION, AND
A FOCUS OF UNITY IN THE
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.
Formal mechanisms for meeting include the Lambeth
Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council, and the
Primates’ Meeting, together known as the Instruments
of Communion.
Most Communion life, however, is found in the relationships
between Anglicans at all levels of church life and work
around the globe; dioceses linked with dioceses, parishes
with parishes, people with people, all working to further
God’s mission. There are around 85 million people on six
continents who call themselves Anglican (or Episcopalian),
in more than 165 countries. These Christian brothers and

AC_DL_aw_050112.indd 2

• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;
• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers;
• To respond to human need by loving service;
• To seek to transform unjust structures of society;
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation
and sustain and renew the life of the earth.
These are realised in all areas of a Christian’s life: their
words and their actions. Therefore, members of the
Anglican Communion around the world are involved with
a range of life-changing activities that include evangelism

OUR BELIEFS
There can be many differences between individual Anglican
churches, but all Anglicans hold these in common:
• The Holy Bible, comprising the Old and New Testament,
as a basis of our faith;
• The Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds as the basic statements
of Christian belief;
• Recognition of the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy
Communion; and
• The Historic Episcopate—ours is a Christian tradition
with bishops.
This quadrilateral, drawn up in the 19th Century, is one
of the definitions of Anglican faith and ministry. Another
is a style of worship which has its roots in the Book of
Common Prayer and the Services of Ordination (the
Ordinal). Anglicans also celebrate the Eucharist (also
known as the Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper or the
Mass), the Sacrament of Baptism and other rites including
Confirmation, Reconciliation, Marriage, Anointing of the
Sick, and Ordination.
Anglicanism rests on the three pillars of Scripture, Tradition
and Reason as it seeks to chart ‘a middle way’ among the
other Christian traditions.

and church growth; providing food, shelter and clothing
to those in need; speaking out with and for the oppressed;
and setting up schools, hospitals, clinics and universities.
There are also international Anglican Networks and
Anglican Communion Commissions, Committees and
Working Groups that work to achieve these Marks and
more. Current projects include a campaign to end violence
against women and children, a project to understand how
Anglicans read and understand the Bible, and an alliance
co-ordinating global Anglican relief, development and
advocacy efforts.
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